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Revitalizing literacy in post-conflict Iraq

Introduction
In Iraq we have a very contradictory situation , it is well known that Iraq had

eradicated illiteracy in 1991 and had an international literacy prize at that time

but unfortunately, new numbers of illiterates had appeared due to the complicated 

circumstances after that, as follow:

1. The economic siege imposed on Iraq in the nineties.

2. The military actions happened in 2003.

3. The civil conflicts happened in 2005 which lasted for 3 years.

4. There were a little bit stability in the social environment which enabled us 

to pass a low for eradication of illiteracy No. (23) in 2011 that enabled us to

target (1,209,180) enrolled and unregistered youth.

5. Then we suffered from the ISIS criminal groups violations occurred in

 2014 which lasted for almost 4 years in four governorates when the

educational process had been stopped there which enabled us to target

just (264,178) young learners till the end of 2015.



Procedures (step one)

All that circumstances had reborn new generation of illiterates

due to these reasons which obliged the literacy board in Iraq to 

have a new strategy in 2021 to over come that, such as:

FIRST: we unified all styles of non-formal education (literacy centers, Alp

schools , adult learning centers ).

SECOND: we took rapid actions in the four governorates (Ninewa,

 Kirkuk , Anbar and Salahden) which had been liberated from ISIS groups 

in order to rebuild (61434) young people educationally , psychologically

and socially to make them avoid drugs and social diseases and terror

through literacy and then to target other young people around (50,112) till 

the end of the previous academic year , to achieve (2,250,000) learners.

THIRD: we targeted girls and especially affected ones by the ISIS 

thoughts and early marriage ,that by opening life-skills centers to ensure 

life-long learning by gaining education and carrier at the same time.



The Obstacles  

1. Lack of budget specified for the non-formal education.
2. Lack of the culture of non-formal education in Iraqi educational
 system which caused many crosses during process implementation.
3. Shortage of interest and support given by UNESCO office and 
UN agencies compared with the tremendous interest given by UIL
and UNESCO headquarters and UN assembly for the life-long
learning.
4. Age and authority crosses between formal and non-formal
institutions.
5. The legal limits faced the adult learners to continue their study to 
gain higher certificates (intermediate and secondary)
meanwhile, UNESCO and UN assembly continuously advocate for life 
learning in all the international events.

many negative notes had been distinguished during the implementation 

process like:



Procedures (step one)

we undertook many actions to overcome that obstacles:

When ISIS had closed the schools for children , after 4 years, we had 

adolescents and young’s brain out of school fulfilled with terrorism, drags 

and negative thoughts, so we had to compensate them with accelerated

learning program to enable them catching up the lost years of study.



Took actions to revise the literacy law in Iraq early 2023 due to
the SDG4 to expand the opportunities for those who defeated 
illiteracy and gained the primary studies certificate in order to
enable them to study and gain the intermediate and secondary
certificates to make them qualified to get higher education or
make them able to inter the labor market , in this aspect
a special concern given to girls , marginalized youth and  adult
disables.



Took actions to be an essential member in the sustainable
development national plan through the ministry of planning.



Following up the UIL recommendations 

and the UN assembly resolutions No. 

(77) and (79) adopted by the social

development committee regarding 

life-long learning and literacy for life 

that to be framed through executive and

legal authorities and institutions in

Iraq. 

Due to the lack for budget and for illiterate population

data we had to look for partners to assist in collecting

data and targeting youth, and that what happened with 

Save the Children Organization supported by ECW and

we are still working with them to target (4) governorates

in South of Iraq in addition to one governorate in the North 

(Ninewa) and we did a rapid assessment for social 

educational environment there.



Resolution:

As a matter of fact, it appears obviously through experiments mixed with 

suffer that literacy affects peace in nations and societies directly , and

since adolescents and youth have the power to affect their families

socially and intellectually ,thus if we do manage youth by literacy well

we can guide all the society for the good of nations.

We highly appreciate UNESCO and UN assembly 
efforts and asking to keep on pushing 

member-states and stakeholders to adopt the
culture of lifelong learning and keep on 

supporting non-formal education as the key 
to achieve all the  sustainable development goals.



Thank you so much
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